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I would have gone down the Meander years ago if I'd known it existed ... the original
winding river appeared so entwined in the remote past of Anatolia, or Asiatic Turkey,
as to have forfeited any geographical place in the present. The Meander was no more
accessible than the mythical Styx or the mislaid Rubicon, or so I supposed until the
day I came across it.

... Windings being, of course, what I was to expect from the Meander. The river’s course ...
was so sinuous that the Meander had established its byword reputation even before the first
historians went to work; the earliest of them all, Herodotus, chose as his default simile
the river that reached the sea just forty miles north of his home city, now Turkey’s
foremost tourist mecca of Bodrum, to describe a particularly mazy stretch of the Nile
(Seal 2012, 1-2; emphasis added).

These few bookcases, however, were [Jorges Luis] Borges’ pride. “I'll tell you a secret,”
he once explained. “I like to pretend I'm not blind, and I covet books like a man who
can see. I even covet new encyclopedias, and imagine I can follow the course of rivers in
their maps and find wonderful things ....” (Manguel 2006, 185-6; emphasis added).



