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      Archaeological Science and Technology in Africa Initiative (ASTA)
  
  
      The archaeology of Sub-Saharan Africa is rapidly gaining momentum, thanks to renewed efforts to decolonise and empower indigenous narratives of agency and creativity that have been bolstered further by the increasing application of scientific methods. However, important challenges remain. One is...  
  

      
      
      Archaeological science and globalisation: Great Zimbabwe
  
  
      This project aims to study the crucibles and finished metal objects recently recovered from the Great Zimbabwe World Heritage site, using techniques from earth and materials sciences.  
  

      
      
      Beasts to Craft: Biocodicology as a new approach to the study of parchment manuscripts 
  
  
      The aim of the ERC project Beasts to Craft (B2C) is to document the biological and craft records in parchment in order to reveal the entangled histories of improvement and parchment production in Europe from 500-1900 AD.  
  

      
      
      Bodies Matter: A Comparative Approach to Colonial Borderlands
  
  
      ‘BODIES MATTER’ focuses on the material culture of bodies (and the self) in colonial borderlands by comparing three frontiers at various periods and geographies: the Spanish Empire’s southern borderland in the Americas in the AD 16th-19th century, the Punic western Mediterranean in the 6th-2nd...  
  

      
      
      ENTANGLED: Entangled materialities and new global histories from southern Africa
  
  
      Research into global connections, which formed the basis for the spread of objects, ideas, innovations, religions and empires, continues to fundamentally shape our understanding of the development of contemporary society. While the historiography of global connections is dominated by a European...  
  

      
      
      Lordship and Landscape in East Anglia CE 400-800
  
  
      Taking as its starting point the radically new perspective offered by recent archaeological discoveries at Rendlesham in SE Suffolk, and with the East Anglian kingdom as the primary case study, this interdisciplinary project (running 2017-2020) aims to establish a new understanding of pathways to...  
  

      
      
      Reinvigorating Scandinavian Research in African Archaeology
  
  
      As part of the international campaign to salvage sites threatened by construction of the second Aswan High Dam in southern Egypt, coordinated by UNESCO, researchers from Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland collaborated on a series of archaeological campaigns between 1960 and 1964. Known as the...  
  

      
      
      Social settlement Dynamics and environmental processes in pre-colonial Nigeria: growing the Igbo-Ukwu cultural landscape
  
  
      Igbo-Ukwu is a famous archaeological site in southeastern Nigeria. Excavated by Professor Thurstan Shaw in the 1960s, the site was settled over a thousand years ago. The materials from the site were unlike anything yet found in West Africa at the time. This discovery brought to our consciousness...  
  

      
      
      The Cambridge Heritage Science Hub Initiative (CHERISH)
  
  
      Cambridge is home to world-leading researchers across archaeological science, technical art history and heritage science, based at Department of Archaeology, the Fitzwilliam Museum, and the Hamilton Kerr Institute, among others. There are multiple synergies across these institutions in terms of...  
  

      
      
      The making of Islamic glazes: From the Silk Road to al-Andalus
  
  
      This project will challenge the extant model on the beginning and spread of Islamic glazes, which asserts that they were all derived from the Middle East and spread with Arab expansion, and that new technologies were adopted passively by conquered societies. It will include a variety of glazed ware types dating to the 9th to 13th centuries CE from different regions of Central Asia.  
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    Postal Address:

Department of Archaeology

Downing Street

CB2 3DZ Cambridge

 

Information provided by: 

outreach@arch.cam.ac.uk
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