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      "Small performances": investigating the typographic punches of John Baskerville (1707-75) through heritage science and practice-based research
  
  
      At the intersection among the arts, science, and technology, printing is widely recognised as the invention of the millennium. However, and in spite of a resurgence of traditional typographic methods among artists and craftspeople, letterpress equipment and technology face an uncertain future...  
  

      
      
      ATLANTAXES: Mass production and deposition of leaded bronzes in Atlantic Europe during the Late Bronze Age - Iron Age transition 
  
  
      Analysis and evaluation of bronze axe hoards during the Late Bronze Age - Iron Age transition. The project investigates provenance, chronology, technological and cultural aspects of bronze deposition of the European Atlantic region.  
  

      
      
      Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change (ARCC)
  
  
      Image: Pastoralist rock art, Serengeti, Tanzania. Photo: P. Lane. The Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change (ARCC) project focuses on documenting the parameters leading to socio-ecological resilience in the borderlands area of Kenya and Tanzania, with specific reference to the Serengeti Basin...  
  

      
      
      ArchBiMod – Agent-Based Modelling to assess the quality and bias of the archaeological record
  
  
      Archaeological data is often biased and incomplete. This is a well-known issue for most archaeologists. Although studies of specific sites and small regions can have this into account, the effect of this problem increases exponentially as archaeologists expand their chronological and geographic...  
  

      
      
      Archaeological Science and Technology in Africa Initiative (ASTA)
  
  
      The archaeology of Sub-Saharan Africa is rapidly gaining momentum, thanks to renewed efforts to decolonise and empower indigenous narratives of agency and creativity that have been bolstered further by the increasing application of scientific methods. However, important challenges remain. One is...  
  

      
      
      Archaeological science and globalisation: Great Zimbabwe
  
  
      This project aims to study the crucibles and finished metal objects recently recovered from the Great Zimbabwe World Heritage site, using techniques from earth and materials sciences.  
  

      
      
      Archaeometallurgy in China: diversifying the model
  
  
      Archaeometallurgical contributions to various research areas such as the provenance of Shang bronzes, ingenious adaptations of metallurgical technologies to different ecological and socioeconomic constraints, and regional developments of metallurgical traditions.  
  

      
      
      Canaanite Amphorae Project, Egypt
  
  
      Clay analysis of storage jars in the eastern Mediterranean during the Late Bronze Age, with the aim of establsihing links between commodities and their transport.  
  

      
      
      ENTANGLED: Entangled materialities and new global histories from southern Africa
  
  
      Research into global connections, which formed the basis for the spread of objects, ideas, innovations, religions and empires, continues to fundamentally shape our understanding of the development of contemporary society. While the historiography of global connections is dominated by a European...  
  

      
      
      Geoarchaeology of Bantu landscapes in the Kafue floodplain, Zambia
  
  
      Geoarchaeological research on Bantu landscapes is being carried out as part of the interdisciplinary Bantu Mobility Project. This project is exploring Bantu expansions in the Kafue floodplain of central Zambia. By combining archaeological survey and excavation, spatial analysis, historical...  
  

      
      
      Lordship and Landscape in East Anglia CE 400-800
  
  
      Taking as its starting point the radically new perspective offered by recent archaeological discoveries at Rendlesham in SE Suffolk, and with the East Anglian kingdom as the primary case study, this interdisciplinary project (running 2017-2020) aims to establish a new understanding of pathways to...  
  

      
      
      Must Farm Project
  
  
      The Must Farm project is the first landscape scale archaeological investigation of deep Fenland, with its complex geological history.  
  

      
      
      NEMO-ADAP Project
  
  
      A project investigating Modern human dispersal into Eurasia and its relation to Neanderthal extinction during the Middle to Upper Paleolithic transition.  
  

      
      
      PLOMAT Plotting the material flows of commonplace Late Bronze Age Seals in Western Eurasia
  
  
      The aim of PLOMAT, an innovative project on commonplace cylinder seals of Late Bronze Age Western Eurasia, is to offer new perspectives on the study of non-élite populations and the small-scale networks that operated at a time of art internationalization in the ancient world. PLOMAT will map the...  
  

      
      
      PROCON
  
  
      The PROCON project explores the role of textile production and consumption in the formation of early states, using the example of Mediterranean Europe during 1000-500 BCE.  
  

      
      
      Palaeoanalytics
  
  
      Human evolution is a central research area in biology and anthropology and has a history of research going back more than 150 years. For most of that time, evidence has come from digging up fossils and archaeological remains. Research in human evolution has been transformed by the impact of...  
  

      
      
      Pastoralist Mobility, Diet, and Resilience in East Africa: Developing Deep Time Historical Ecologies of Sustainability
  
  
      This project is a response to calls to build long-term sustainability and resilience into pastoral social-ecological systems in sub-Saharan Africa through provision of deep histories of human-environment interactions. It focuses on collecting and analysing archaeological and related data on the...  
  

      
      
      Project Panormos Survey
  
  
      Despite a long history of intensive landscape-oriented archaeological research in the Aegean, most primary fieldwork has been concentrated in mainland Greece and a few Aegean islands. By contrast, the eastern side of the Aegean has received far less attention, with local methods and research...  
  

      
      
      Projet NEMO-ADAP (Français)
  
  
      Caractérisation du comportement et adaptation des Néandertals et les hommes modernes pendant la transition entre le Paléolithique moyen et supérieur.  
  

      
      
      Proyecto NEMO-ADAP (Español)
  
  
      Caracterización del comportamiento y adaptación de los neandertales y humanos modernos durante la transición entre el Paleolítico medio y superior.  
  

      
      
      QUARCH Quaternary Archaeology and hominin Ecology in the grassland and savanna biomes of Southern Africa
  
  
      In the last decade we have learned that (at least) three human species existed across the African continent during the Pleistocene. After the paleoanthropological and archaeological discoveries and dating of Jebel Irhoud (Morocco), we know that Homo sapiens was present at around 300ka with a clear...  
  

      
      
      REVERSEACTION: Reverse engineering collective action: complex technologies in stateless societies
  
  
      Cooperation is a markedly human mix of innate and learned behaviour, and a key to tackling some of our greatest concerns. Paradoxically, studies of social dynamics often focus on hierarchies, state formation and political structures ruled by coercive power, with comparatively little regard to the...  
  

      
      
      Reinvigorating Scandinavian Research in African Archaeology
  
  
      As part of the international campaign to salvage sites threatened by construction of the second Aswan High Dam in southern Egypt, coordinated by UNESCO, researchers from Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland collaborated on a series of archaeological campaigns between 1960 and 1964. Known as the...  
  

      
      
      Rescue excavations at Britain’s earliest Acheuean site, Fordwich 2022 - 2023
  
  
      Fordwich has been revealed to be the oldest directly-dated Acheulean occurrence in the United Kingdom, with artefacts dating from 560,000 to 620,000 years ago (MIS 15). This makes it the second oldest Acheulean site in north-west Europe, and the oldest to display a known handaxe assemblage...  
  

      
      
      Science @ Tarquinia
  
  
      The project Science @ Tarquinia aims to provide the complementary scientific support for the long-standing study of the ancient Etruscan city of Tarquinia by the University of Milan. This Unesco World Heritage site is well known for its magnificent painted tombs, its city walls, the Temple of Ara...  
  

      
      
      Szazhalombatta, Hungary
  
  
      A Bronze Age fortified tell settlement on the right bank of the river Danube 30km south of Budapest.  
  

      
      
      Tell Brak
  
  
      The investigation of urban growth and administration in northern Mesopotamia in the 4th and 3rd millennia BC (north-east Syria).  
  

      
      
      The Cambridge Heritage Science Hub Initiative (CHERISH)
  
  
      Cambridge is home to world-leading researchers across archaeological science, technical art history and heritage science, based at Department of Archaeology, the Fitzwilliam Museum, and the Hamilton Kerr Institute, among others. There are multiple synergies across these institutions in terms of...  
  

      
      
      The making of Islamic glazes: From the Silk Road to al-Andalus
  
  
      This project will challenge the extant model on the beginning and spread of Islamic glazes, which asserts that they were all derived from the Middle East and spread with Arab expansion, and that new technologies were adopted passively by conquered societies. It will include a variety of glazed ware types dating to the 9th to 13th centuries CE from different regions of Central Asia.  
  

      
      
      Training the next generation of archaeological scientists: Interdisciplinary studies of pre-modern Plasters and Ceramics from the eastern Mediterranean (PlaCe)
  
  
      The PlaCe network is a high-profile partnership focused on the interdisciplinary study of pre-modern ceramics and plasters. This Innovative Training Network aims at training Early-Stage Researchers to conduct state-of-the-art, science-based research on the technology, use, and provenance of...  
  

      
      
      Urban ecology and transitions of the Zanzibar Archipelago
  
  
      This project is examining resource landscapes and urban transition on Zanzibar during two major periods of urban growth. Fieldwork at Unguja Ukuu (7th–15th centuries) and Tumbatu (11th–15th centuries) on Zanzibar is exploring domestic contexts and investigating resource uses supporting the...  
  

      
      
      Well Being: Indigenous wells, pastoralist biocultural heritage and community archaeology for sustainable development in northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia
  
  
      This is a collaborative research project between archaeologists and pastoralist community organisations on the long-term history of indigenous water management and well digging in northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia. In these arid and semi-arid parts of eastern Africa, wells form a key component...  
  

      
      
      Проекта NEMO-ADAP (Русский)
  
  
      Характеристика поведения и адаптации неандертальцев и современных людей к условиям МИС 3, включая условия перехода от среднего к верхнему палеолиту.  
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Department of Archaeology

Downing Street

CB2 3DZ Cambridge
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outreach@arch.cam.ac.uk
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