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      A reassessment of Neanderthal mortuary behaviour at Shanidar Cave, Iraqi Kurdistan
  
  
      The ways Neanderthals treated their dead have been a key focus of long-standing debates about their capacities for compassion and symbolic thought, and their similarity to modern humans. These questions feed into broader questions concerning how similar Neanderthals were to ourselves, modern humans...  
  

      
      
      EndoMap - Mapping the brain of our ancestors
  
  
      Tracking the early emergence of derived Homo -like cerebral features in the hominin fossil record can be expected to contribute to an understanding of the timing (i.e., chronology) and mode (i.e., process) of critical brain changes. Because brain tissue is not preserved in the fossil record...  
  

      
      
      Exploring locomotor and biomechanical diversity in the hominin fossil record based on long bone external morphology
  
  
      Our knowledge of human evolution is limited by several factors. One is tightly linked to the nature of the fossil record, as bones of our extinct human relatives and other primate species rarely appear in archaeological and paleontological sites, and when they do, they very commonly appear in an...  
  

      
      
      How to build a hominin: predictive simulations of locomotion in human evolution
  
  
      How did our ancestors walk? Perhaps the greatest challenge that this question has posed in the past, is the lack of methodological applications in which no study has previously reconstructed how our ancestors moved using biomechanical modelling techniques. We need to consider not just individual...  
  

      
      
      In silico analysis of fossil hominin remains from the Sterkfontein Caves (South Africa)
  
  
      Despite recent progress in molecular analyses and the constant increase of the hominin remains in the fossil record, the chronological, geographical and evolutionary context of the emergence of the genus Homo remains largely debated. More importantly, the identity of our direct ancestors and...  
  

      
      
      Rescue excavations at Britain’s earliest Acheuean site, Fordwich 2022 - 2023
  
  
      Fordwich has been revealed to be the oldest directly-dated Acheulean occurrence in the United Kingdom, with artefacts dating from 560,000 to 620,000 years ago (MIS 15). This makes it the second oldest Acheulean site in north-west Europe, and the oldest to display a known handaxe assemblage...  
  

      
      
      Shanidar Cave Project
  
  
      Shanidar cave viewed from the south (Photograph: Graeme Barker) The Shanidar Cave Project Following an invitation to Professor Graeme Barker from the Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq, the Shanidar Cave Project was established as a collaboration between the University of Cambridge and the...  
  

      
      
      The role of traumatic mortality in late human evolution from an integrated non-invasive bioarchaeological and taphonomic perspective
  
  
      Traumatic death affects our daily life, but how did traumatic mortality affect human behaviour from an evolutionary perspective? TRAUMOBITA aims to understand how traumatic mortality among prehistoric humans shaped our behaviour during the Late Pleistocene to the Middle Holocene. Confirming that...  
  

      
      
      Wisdom Teeth: Refining our understanding of mammalian evolution through dating dental enamel
  
  
      As the complex mosaic of Quaternary human lineages across and beyond Africa becomes increasingly apparent, an accurate chronology is critical to disentangle the patterns and process, particularly those that link human evolution to palaeoenvironmental and climatic change. “Wisdom Teeth” is a NERC-...  
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