





skip to content






  
    
      
        [image: University of Cambridge]
      

      	
          Study at Cambridge
        
	
          About the University
        
	
          Research at Cambridge
        


    


    
      
      

    


    

      

        Search site

        
          
            

            
            
          

        

      


    

  




  
    
      
        

        
        
      

    

  






  
    
      Home
    

  

  
    
      
        	Study at Cambridge


        
          	
              Undergraduate
              	
                  Courses
                
	
                  Applying
                
	
                  Events and open days
                
	
                  Fees and finance
                
	
                  Student blogs and videos
                


            


        

        
          	
              Graduate
              	
                  Why Cambridge
                
	
                  Qualifications
                    directory
                
	
                  How to apply
	Fees and funding
	Frequently asked
                    questions


            


        

        
          	
              International
                students
            
	
              Continuing education
            
	
              Executive and professional education
            
	
              Courses in education
            


        

      


      
        	About the University


        
          	
              How the
                University and Colleges work
            
	
              History
            
	
              Visiting the University
            
	
              Term dates and calendars
            
	
              Map
            


        

        
          	
              For media
            
	
              Video and audio
            
	
              Find an expert
            
	
              Publications
            
	
              International Cambridge
            


        

        
          	
              News
            
	
              Events
            
	
              Public engagement
            
	
              Jobs
            
	
              Giving to Cambridge
            


        

      


      
        	Research at Cambridge


      

    


    	
        For staff
      
	
        For current students
      
	
        For alumni
      
	
        For business
      
	
        Colleges & departments
      
	
        Libraries & facilities
      
	
        Museums & collections
      
	
        Email & phone search
      


  





  
    
      

        	Home
	Current Projects
	Archived Projects
	Material Culture
	Material Culture



                          
        
        
          Department of Archaeology                  


        
      

    

  




  
    
        
    

  
  
  
  
    
  	Home
	About Us	About Us overview
	Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity	Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity overview
	Statement on Addressing Racism in Archaeology
	Athena SWAN


	Environmental Sustainability & Green Impact
	Building and Facilities Access Guide


	Study with Us	Study with Us overview
	Prospective Undergraduate Students	Prospective Undergraduate Students overview
	Degree Structure	Degree Structure overview


	Your Learning Environment
	How to Apply
	Accessibility and Support
	Online Resources for Prospective Archaeology Students


	For students in other Triposes	For students in other Triposes overview
	Papers Offered in 2024/2025
	Archaeology Tripos
	Human Social and Political Sciences Tripos
	Medical and Veterinary Sciences Triposes
	Natural Sciences Tripos
	Psychological and Behavioural Sciences Tripos


	Prospective Postgraduate Students	Prospective Postgraduate Students overview
	Prospective MPhil Students	Prospective MPhil Students overview
	Available MPhil Degrees	Available MPhil Degrees overview
	MPhil in Archaeological Research
	MPhil in Archaeological Science
	MPhil in Egyptology
	MPhil in Biological Anthropological Science
	MPhil in Human Evolutionary Studies
	MPhil in Archaeology	MPhil in Archaeology overview


	MPhil in Assyriology
	MPhil in Heritage Studies


	MPhil Modules
	How to Apply


	Prospective PhD Students	Prospective PhD Students overview


	Funding for Postgraduate Students
	Accessibility and Support
	Archaeological Review from Cambridge
	Information for Visiting Postgraduate Students
	Prospective Biological Anthropology Postgraduates


	Student Funding
	Careers for Archaeologists
	Open Days


	Subjects	Subjects overview
	Archaeology
	Archaeological Science
	Assyriology and Mesopotamian Archaeology	Assyriology and Mesopotamian Archaeology overview
	Ancient Mesopotamia - an overview	Ancient Mesopotamia - an overview overview
	Mesopotamian Languages
	Mesopotamian Archaeology


	Studying Mesopotamia at Cambridge	Studying Mesopotamia at Cambridge overview
	Undergraduate study
	MPhil study
	PhD study
	Funding
	Teaching Collection


	Mesopotamian Research at Cambridge	Mesopotamian Research at Cambridge overview


	The Cambridge Mesopotamia Diary
	Mesopotamian Films
	Online Resources for Mesopotamia	Online Resources for Mesopotamia overview
	Ancient Sumer - Resources for Primary School Teachers




	Biological Anthropology	Biological Anthropology overview


	Egyptology	Egyptology overview


	Heritage Studies	Heritage Studies overview
	Cambridge Heritage Research Centre
	Studying Heritage at Cambridge




	Institutes and Facilities	Institutes and Facilities overview
	McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research	McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research overview
	Annual Reports
	Cambridge Archaeological Journal
	McDonald Institute Monographs	McDonald Institute Monographs overview
	2021 - 2025
	2016‒2020
	2011‒2015
	2006‒2010
	2001‒2005
	1996‒2000




	Duckworth Laboratory	Duckworth Laboratory overview
	Application Instructions
	Policies and Procedures
	Contact the Duckworth


	Library
	Cambridge Archaeological Unit	Cambridge Archaeological Unit overview
	Projects


	Cambridge Heritage Research Centre
	Archaeological Science Laboratories	Archaeological Science Laboratories overview
	Pitt-Rivers Laboratory for Archaeological Science	Pitt-Rivers Laboratory for Archaeological Science overview


	Computational and Digital Archaeology Laboratory	Computational and Digital Archaeology Laboratory overview
	Laboratory Facilities
	Computational Archaeology Resources


	Glyn Daniel Laboratory	Glyn Daniel Laboratory overview
	Laboratory Facilities


	Dorothy Garrod Laboratory for Isotopic Analysis	Dorothy Garrod Laboratory for Isotopic Analysis overview
	Research Examples


	Henry Wellcome Laboratory for Biomolecular Archaeology	Henry Wellcome Laboratory for Biomolecular Archaeology overview
	Ancient Parasites Laboratory


	Charles McBurney Laboratory for Geoarchaeology	Charles McBurney Laboratory for Geoarchaeology overview


	Grahame Clark Laboratory for Zooarchaeology	Grahame Clark Laboratory for Zooarchaeology overview
	Laboratory Facilities
	Resources
	Research Examples


	Sample Preparation Laboratory
	Material Culture Research Hub	Material Culture Research Hub overview
	Material Culture Forum


	Palaeoanthropology Laboratory	Palaeoanthropology Laboratory overview
	Equipment
	Bruker Skyscan 1273 microCT scanner






	News
	Our People	Our People overview
	Senior Academic Staff
	Affiliated Academic Staff
	Research Staff
	Professional Staff
	PhD Students
	Honorary Staff


	Our Research	Our Research overview
	Research Themes	Research Themes overview
	Environment, Landscapes and Settlement
	Heritage
	Rethinking Complexity
	Human Evolutionary Studies
	Material Culture
	Science, Technology and Innovation


	Research Projects	Current Projects
	Recently Completed Projects
	Archived Projects


	Research Ethics
	FAIR Research Statement


	Work with Us	Work with Us overview
	Jobs
	Join our Community
	Postdoctoral Opportunities
	Laboratory Fees and Charges


	Events	Events overview
	McDonald Annual Lectures
	Conferences and Workshops
	Distinguished Visitor Lectures
	Departmental Seminar Series
	Other Cambridge Events
	Outreach Events
	Events Search	Events Search overview
	Past Events Search


	Festival of Neolithic Ideas
	International Women's Day


	Contact Us
	Intranet	Intranet overview
	General Information
	Contacts & Support
	Information for Staff
	Facilities & Spaces
	Computing & IT
	Health & Safety
	Travel & Risk Assessments
	for Undergraduates
	for MPhil Students
	for PhD Students
	for Research Staff
	Research (Intranet)
	Ethics







  




  

    

  



  
    
              
           
        

      
      
        
                    Research Projects in the Department of Archaeology 

                  

      

    

  


  
    
              
          
              
    

  
  
  
  
    
  	Department of Archaeology

	Our Research
	About Us
	Study with Us
	Subjects
	Institutes and Facilities
	News
	Our People
	Work with Us
	Events
	Contact Us
	Intranet




  




  

          

        

                            

          

            
                                      
              
    

  
  
  
  
    Current filters applied:

	(-)  Remove Current Projects filter Current Projects
	(-)  Remove Archived Projects filter Archived Projects
	(-)  Remove Material Culture filter Material Culture
	(-)  Remove Material Culture filter Material Culture



Reset all
  






  
  
  
  
    
            
      Displaying 23 projects
    

  
  
  
      
      

    
      
      "Small performances": investigating the typographic punches of John Baskerville (1707-75) through heritage science and practice-based research
  
  
      At the intersection among the arts, science, and technology, printing is widely recognised as the invention of the millennium. However, and in spite of a resurgence of traditional typographic methods among artists and craftspeople, letterpress equipment and technology face an uncertain future...  
  

      
      
      ATLANTAXES: Mass production and deposition of leaded bronzes in Atlantic Europe during the Late Bronze Age - Iron Age transition 
  
  
      Analysis and evaluation of bronze axe hoards during the Late Bronze Age - Iron Age transition. The project investigates provenance, chronology, technological and cultural aspects of bronze deposition of the European Atlantic region.  
  

      
      
      ArchBiMod – Agent-Based Modelling to assess the quality and bias of the archaeological record
  
  
      Archaeological data is often biased and incomplete. This is a well-known issue for most archaeologists. Although studies of specific sites and small regions can have this into account, the effect of this problem increases exponentially as archaeologists expand their chronological and geographic...  
  

      
      
      Archaeological Science and Technology in Africa Initiative (ASTA)
  
  
      The archaeology of Sub-Saharan Africa is rapidly gaining momentum, thanks to renewed efforts to decolonise and empower indigenous narratives of agency and creativity that have been bolstered further by the increasing application of scientific methods. However, important challenges remain. One is...  
  

      
      
      Archaeological science and globalisation: Great Zimbabwe
  
  
      This project aims to study the crucibles and finished metal objects recently recovered from the Great Zimbabwe World Heritage site, using techniques from earth and materials sciences.  
  

      
      
      Archaeometallurgy in China: diversifying the model
  
  
      Archaeometallurgical contributions to various research areas such as the provenance of Shang bronzes, ingenious adaptations of metallurgical technologies to different ecological and socioeconomic constraints, and regional developments of metallurgical traditions.  
  

      
      
      Archaeometallurgy in the Americas
  
  
      The metalwork of Pre-Columbian America has long fascinated scholars and the public alike. In addition to the sheer allure of gold, this attraction is exacerbated by the extraordinary technical skill that underpins many of these artefacts, as well as their mesmerising iconography, which evokes a...  
  

      
      
      Beasts to Craft: Biocodicology as a new approach to the study of parchment manuscripts 
  
  
      The aim of the ERC project Beasts to Craft (B2C) is to document the biological and craft records in parchment in order to reveal the entangled histories of improvement and parchment production in Europe from 500-1900 AD.  
  

      
      
      ENTANGLED: Entangled materialities and new global histories from southern Africa
  
  
      Research into global connections, which formed the basis for the spread of objects, ideas, innovations, religions and empires, continues to fundamentally shape our understanding of the development of contemporary society. While the historiography of global connections is dominated by a European...  
  

      
      
      Historical East African Archaeology and Theory (HEAAT)
  
  
      HEAAT aims to develop a multidisciplinary, theory-focused and data-driven research framework and agenda for East African historical archaeology that will privilege the research of the internal dynamics of African communities and account for the region’s history of complex identities. By...  
  

      
      
      Keros Project
  
  
      Excavations at the settlement adjoining the prehistoric sanctuary on Keros in the Cycladic Islands of Greece, the earliest maritime sanctuary in the world (2750-2240BC).  
  

      
      
      Lordship and Landscape in East Anglia CE 400-800
  
  
      Taking as its starting point the radically new perspective offered by recent archaeological discoveries at Rendlesham in SE Suffolk, and with the East Anglian kingdom as the primary case study, this interdisciplinary project (running 2017-2020) aims to establish a new understanding of pathways to...  
  

      
      
      Navigating new economic networks in ancient Egypt
  
  
      The project seeks to examine the economic and social relationships of ancient Egyptian tomb owners. Drawing upon both textual and archaeological sources, in particular the interplay between them, the project will analyse new quantifiable economic data from private rock-cut tombs during the New...  
  

      
      
      No dollar too dark: free trade, piracy, privateering and illegal slave trading in the northeast Caribbean, early 19th century
  
  
      This project integrates maritime archaeology, history, geophysical survey and anthropology to investigate illicit trade between the Caribbean islands St. Eustatius, Saba, St. Thomas, St. Bartholomew and St. Maarten from 1816 to c.1840 with the aim of understanding: -The entanglements between...  
  

      
      
      PLOMAT Plotting the material flows of commonplace Late Bronze Age Seals in Western Eurasia
  
  
      The aim of PLOMAT, an innovative project on commonplace cylinder seals of Late Bronze Age Western Eurasia, is to offer new perspectives on the study of non-élite populations and the small-scale networks that operated at a time of art internationalization in the ancient world. PLOMAT will map the...  
  

      
      
      Promised: Promoting Archaeological Science in the Eastern Mediterranean
  
  
      The Promised project forms a network of excellence in Bioarchaeology and Archaeological Materials Science within the Science and Technology in Archaeology and Culture Research Center (STARC) at the Cyprus Institute linked with the advanced research centres in Archaeological Science at KU Leuven and the University of Cambridge.  
  

      
      
      REVERSEACTION: Reverse engineering collective action: complex technologies in stateless societies
  
  
      Cooperation is a markedly human mix of innate and learned behaviour, and a key to tackling some of our greatest concerns. Paradoxically, studies of social dynamics often focus on hierarchies, state formation and political structures ruled by coercive power, with comparatively little regard to the...  
  

      
      
      Reinvigorating Scandinavian Research in African Archaeology
  
  
      As part of the international campaign to salvage sites threatened by construction of the second Aswan High Dam in southern Egypt, coordinated by UNESCO, researchers from Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland collaborated on a series of archaeological campaigns between 1960 and 1964. Known as the...  
  

      
      
      Szazhalombatta, Hungary
  
  
      A Bronze Age fortified tell settlement on the right bank of the river Danube 30km south of Budapest.  
  

      
      
      The Cambridge Heritage Science Hub Initiative (CHERISH)
  
  
      Cambridge is home to world-leading researchers across archaeological science, technical art history and heritage science, based at Department of Archaeology, the Fitzwilliam Museum, and the Hamilton Kerr Institute, among others. There are multiple synergies across these institutions in terms of...  
  

      
      
      The Contemporary Archaeology of Agriculture in Elgeyo-Marakwet Kenya
  
  
      Agriculture in Africa faces multiple challenges. Climate extremes, ecosystem degradation and population growth continually prompt calls for the urgent transformation of food systems. Mainstream attempts remain focused on modernising paradigms in ways that overlook historic and contemporary...  
  

      
      
      The making of Islamic glazes: From the Silk Road to al-Andalus
  
  
      This project will challenge the extant model on the beginning and spread of Islamic glazes, which asserts that they were all derived from the Middle East and spread with Arab expansion, and that new technologies were adopted passively by conquered societies. It will include a variety of glazed ware types dating to the 9th to 13th centuries CE from different regions of Central Asia.  
  

      
      
      Training the next generation of archaeological scientists: Interdisciplinary studies of pre-modern Plasters and Ceramics from the eastern Mediterranean (PlaCe)
  
  
      The PlaCe network is a high-profile partnership focused on the interdisciplinary study of pre-modern ceramics and plasters. This Innovative Training Network aims at training Early-Stage Researchers to conduct state-of-the-art, science-based research on the technology, use, and provenance of...  
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