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      Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change (ARCC)
  
  
      Image: Pastoralist rock art, Serengeti, Tanzania. Photo: P. Lane. The Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change (ARCC) project focuses on documenting the parameters leading to socio-ecological resilience in the borderlands area of Kenya and Tanzania, with specific reference to the Serengeti Basin...  
  

      
      
      Archaeological Science and Technology in Africa Initiative (ASTA)
  
  
      The archaeology of Sub-Saharan Africa is rapidly gaining momentum, thanks to renewed efforts to decolonise and empower indigenous narratives of agency and creativity that have been bolstered further by the increasing application of scientific methods. However, important challenges remain. One is...  
  

      
      
      Archaeological science and globalisation: Great Zimbabwe
  
  
      This project aims to study the crucibles and finished metal objects recently recovered from the Great Zimbabwe World Heritage site, using techniques from earth and materials sciences.  
  

      
      
      Bodies Matter: A Comparative Approach to Colonial Borderlands
  
  
      ‘BODIES MATTER’ focuses on the material culture of bodies (and the self) in colonial borderlands by comparing three frontiers at various periods and geographies: the Spanish Empire’s southern borderland in the Americas in the AD 16th-19th century, the Punic western Mediterranean in the 6th-2nd...  
  

      
      
      CONCH Project
  
  
      Co-production Networks for Community Heritage in Tanzania.  
  

      
      
      Cape Verde
  
  
      Archaeological investigation of the history of Cape Verde.  
  

      
      
      Coastal Origins
  
  
      Coastal Origins: Earliest human occupation of the shoreline  
  

      
      
      Community Heritage and Education for Sustainable Development in Tanzania
  
  
      The Community Heritage and Education for Sustainable Development in Tanzania project is a continuation of some of the activities initiated by the AHRC-funded Co-production Networks for Community Heritage in Tanzania (CONCH) project ( https://www.conchproject.org/ ), that ran in 2018 and 2019. This...  
  

      
      
      Documenting Knowledge, Skills, and Practices of Dry-Stone Masonry at Great Zimbabwe
  
  
      This project is documenting the knowledge, skills, and practices of traditional dry-stone masonry at Great Zimbabwe, southern Zimbabwe. Once the capital of an Iron Age empire, Great Zimbabwe is an ancient settlement complex with dry-stone structures covering over 720 hectares. Around it, local...  
  

      
      
      ENTANGLED: Entangled materialities and new global histories from southern Africa
  
  
      Research into global connections, which formed the basis for the spread of objects, ideas, innovations, religions and empires, continues to fundamentally shape our understanding of the development of contemporary society. While the historiography of global connections is dominated by a European...  
  

      
      
      EndoMap - Mapping the brain of our ancestors
  
  
      Tracking the early emergence of derived Homo -like cerebral features in the hominin fossil record can be expected to contribute to an understanding of the timing (i.e., chronology) and mode (i.e., process) of critical brain changes. Because brain tissue is not preserved in the fossil record...  
  

      
      
      Exploring locomotor and biomechanical diversity in the hominin fossil record based on long bone external morphology
  
  
      Our knowledge of human evolution is limited by several factors. One is tightly linked to the nature of the fossil record, as bones of our extinct human relatives and other primate species rarely appear in archaeological and paleontological sites, and when they do, they very commonly appear in an...  
  

      
      
      Farmers at the Shoreline
  
  
      Farmers at the Shoreline is a British Academy-funded project to survey and excavate coastal shell midden sites associated with the earliest black farming communities in South Africa. The project will locate cryptic archaeological sites in iSimangaliso Wetland Park in KwaZulu-Natal, one of the few...  
  

      
      
      Geoarchaeology of Bantu landscapes in the Kafue floodplain, Zambia
  
  
      Geoarchaeological research on Bantu landscapes is being carried out as part of the interdisciplinary Bantu Mobility Project. This project is exploring Bantu expansions in the Kafue floodplain of central Zambia. By combining archaeological survey and excavation, spatial analysis, historical...  
  

      
      
      Globalization, Citizens, and Society in Antiquity: A Comparative Study of Egypt and Ugarit
  
  
      My project for the McDonald Institute investigates the interplay of institutional authorities, private citizens, localities, and global networks in the Late Bronze Age (ca. 16th-12th centuries BC), the first phase of globalization in world history. Globalization is not only an issue of...  
  

      
      
      Historical East African Archaeology and Theory (HEAAT)
  
  
      HEAAT aims to develop a multidisciplinary, theory-focused and data-driven research framework and agenda for East African historical archaeology that will privilege the research of the internal dynamics of African communities and account for the region’s history of complex identities. By...  
  

      
      
      How to build a hominin: predictive simulations of locomotion in human evolution
  
  
      How did our ancestors walk? Perhaps the greatest challenge that this question has posed in the past, is the lack of methodological applications in which no study has previously reconstructed how our ancestors moved using biomechanical modelling techniques. We need to consider not just individual...  
  

      
      
      In silico analysis of fossil hominin remains from the Sterkfontein Caves (South Africa)
  
  
      Despite recent progress in molecular analyses and the constant increase of the hominin remains in the fossil record, the chronological, geographical and evolutionary context of the emergence of the genus Homo remains largely debated. More importantly, the identity of our direct ancestors and...  
  

      
      
      Life history theory in maternal and child health: formative research in South Africa
  
  
      Children experiencing food insecurity, repeated infections and psychosocial stress have compromised development, and increased risk for non-communicable diseases in adulthood. While public health interventions have had limited benefits, addressing this is critical, both from a public health...  
  

      
      
      Mapping Africa’s Endangered Archaeological Sites and Monuments
  
  
      Image: Ancient pastoralist settlement viewed from the air, Amboseli, Kenya. Photo: P. Lane. Mapping Africa's – Endangered Archaeological Sites and Monuments (maeasam.org) project aims to identify and document endangered archaeological heritage sites across Africa using a combination of remote...  
  

      
      
      MedAfrica Project - Archaeological deep history and dynamics of Mediterranean Africa, ca.9600-700 BC
  
  
      This project sets out to produce a comprehensive, problematised synthesis and interpretation of long-term social and economic dynamics along Mediterranean Africa during the Holocene (9600-700 BC).  
  

      
      
      Metal and amber: models of raw materials circulation in the Late Prehistory of Iberia
  
  
      The project focuses on the models of circulation of raw materials during the Iberian Late Prehistory, as well as the use and social value given to the different materials, with special attention to metals and amber.  
  

      
      
      NG’IPALAJEM: The evolutionary landscape of modern human origins in Africa
  
  
      Our understanding of the origins of our species, Homo sapiens, has undergone a major shift. New fossils, dates and genomic studies have consolidated our African origin. Yet, they also indicate a deeper past, involving multiple events. These events stretch to nearly three quarters of a million years...  
  

      
      
      Pastoralist Mobility, Diet, and Resilience in East Africa: Developing Deep Time Historical Ecologies of Sustainability
  
  
      This project is a response to calls to build long-term sustainability and resilience into pastoral social-ecological systems in sub-Saharan Africa through provision of deep histories of human-environment interactions. It focuses on collecting and analysing archaeological and related data on the...  
  

      
      
      Rising from the Depths AHRC-GCRF Network
  
  
      The Rising from the Depths Network aims to identify ways in which the marine and maritime cultural heritage of Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique and Madagascar can be used to benefit coastal communities in these countries. Many of these communities are among the poorest in the region and are especially...  
  

      
      
      Social settlement Dynamics and environmental processes in pre-colonial Nigeria: growing the Igbo-Ukwu cultural landscape
  
  
      Igbo-Ukwu is a famous archaeological site in southeastern Nigeria. Excavated by Professor Thurstan Shaw in the 1960s, the site was settled over a thousand years ago. The materials from the site were unlike anything yet found in West Africa at the time. This discovery brought to our consciousness...  
  

      
      
      The Contemporary Archaeology of Agriculture in Elgeyo-Marakwet Kenya
  
  
      Agriculture in Africa faces multiple challenges. Climate extremes, ecosystem degradation and population growth continually prompt calls for the urgent transformation of food systems. Mainstream attempts remain focused on modernising paradigms in ways that overlook historic and contemporary...  
  

      
      
      The Freedom Villages of Senegal: Examining the Intersections of Heritage, Arts, and Contemporary Antislavery Campaigning
  
  
      This is a pilot project aimed at developing an interdisciplinary approach to research on the legacies of enslavement and emancipation in Senegal, West Africa. The project is situated within the context of renewed archaeological engagements with local communities and paralell changes in...  
  

      
      
      The role of traumatic mortality in late human evolution from an integrated non-invasive bioarchaeological and taphonomic perspective
  
  
      Traumatic death affects our daily life, but how did traumatic mortality affect human behaviour from an evolutionary perspective? TRAUMOBITA aims to understand how traumatic mortality among prehistoric humans shaped our behaviour during the Late Pleistocene to the Middle Holocene. Confirming that...  
  

      
      
      Urban ecology and transitions of the Zanzibar Archipelago
  
  
      This project is examining resource landscapes and urban transition on Zanzibar during two major periods of urban growth. Fieldwork at Unguja Ukuu (7th–15th centuries) and Tumbatu (11th–15th centuries) on Zanzibar is exploring domestic contexts and investigating resource uses supporting the...  
  

      
      
      Water and urbanizing landscapes in sub-Saharan Africa 
  
  
      This project brings together several research streams to examine the nexus relations between land and water resources, societal development, and landscape stability in sub-Saharan Africa. What processes and practices support long-term settlement and resource use? How did past societies secure water...  
  

      
      
      Well Being: Indigenous wells, pastoralist biocultural heritage and community archaeology for sustainable development in northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia
  
  
      This is a collaborative research project between archaeologists and pastoralist community organisations on the long-term history of indigenous water management and well digging in northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia. In these arid and semi-arid parts of eastern Africa, wells form a key component...  
  

      
      
      Wisdom Teeth: Refining our understanding of mammalian evolution through dating dental enamel
  
  
      As the complex mosaic of Quaternary human lineages across and beyond Africa becomes increasingly apparent, an accurate chronology is critical to disentangle the patterns and process, particularly those that link human evolution to palaeoenvironmental and climatic change. “Wisdom Teeth” is a NERC-...  
  

      
      
      iMapNut: Machine Learning to Map and Address Causal Factors of Child Malnutrition in Low- and- Middle- Income Countries
  
  
      This project aims to improve the poor integration of localized data linking various WASH dimensions (infrastructure, access, practices) and children nutritional status at the population level as well as the poor involvement of policy makers concerned with WASH in local and country level nutritional...  
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