





skip to content






  
    
      
        [image: University of Cambridge]
      

      	
          Study at Cambridge
        
	
          About the University
        
	
          Research at Cambridge
        


    


    
      
      

    


    

      

        Search site

        
          
            

            
            
          

        

      


    

  




  
    
      
        

        
        
      

    

  






  
    
      Home
    

  

  
    
      
        	Study at Cambridge


        
          	
              Undergraduate
              	
                  Courses
                
	
                  Applying
                
	
                  Events and open days
                
	
                  Fees and finance
                
	
                  Student blogs and videos
                


            


        

        
          	
              Graduate
              	
                  Why Cambridge
                
	
                  Qualifications
                    directory
                
	
                  How to apply
	Fees and funding
	Frequently asked
                    questions


            


        

        
          	
              International
                students
            
	
              Continuing education
            
	
              Executive and professional education
            
	
              Courses in education
            


        

      


      
        	About the University


        
          	
              How the
                University and Colleges work
            
	
              History
            
	
              Visiting the University
            
	
              Term dates and calendars
            
	
              Map
            


        

        
          	
              For media
            
	
              Video and audio
            
	
              Find an expert
            
	
              Publications
            
	
              International Cambridge
            


        

        
          	
              News
            
	
              Events
            
	
              Public engagement
            
	
              Jobs
            
	
              Giving to Cambridge
            


        

      


      
        	Research at Cambridge


      

    


    	
        For staff
      
	
        For current students
      
	
        For alumni
      
	
        For business
      
	
        Colleges & departments
      
	
        Libraries & facilities
      
	
        Museums & collections
      
	
        Email & phone search
      


  





  
    
      

        	Home
	Current Projects
	Human Evolutionary Studies



                          
        
        
          Department of Archaeology                  


        
      

    

  




  
    
        
    

  
  
  
  
    
  	Home
	About Us	About Us overview
	Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity	Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity overview
	Statement on Addressing Racism in Archaeology
	Athena SWAN


	Environmental Sustainability & Green Impact
	Building and Facilities Access Guide


	Study with Us	Study with Us overview
	Prospective Undergraduate Students	Prospective Undergraduate Students overview
	Degree Structure	Degree Structure overview


	Your Learning Environment
	How to Apply
	Accessibility and Support
	Online Resources for Prospective Archaeology Students


	For students in other Triposes	For students in other Triposes overview
	Papers Offered in 2024/2025
	Archaeology Tripos
	Human Social and Political Sciences Tripos
	Medical and Veterinary Sciences Triposes
	Natural Sciences Tripos
	Psychological and Behavioural Sciences Tripos


	Prospective Postgraduate Students	Prospective Postgraduate Students overview
	Prospective MPhil Students	Prospective MPhil Students overview
	Available MPhil Degrees	Available MPhil Degrees overview
	MPhil in Archaeological Research
	MPhil in Archaeological Science
	MPhil in Egyptology
	MPhil in Biological Anthropological Science
	MPhil in Human Evolutionary Studies
	MPhil in Archaeology	MPhil in Archaeology overview


	MPhil in Assyriology
	MPhil in Heritage Studies


	MPhil Modules
	How to Apply


	Prospective PhD Students	Prospective PhD Students overview


	Funding for Postgraduate Students
	Accessibility and Support
	Archaeological Review from Cambridge
	Information for Visiting Postgraduate Students
	Prospective Biological Anthropology Postgraduates


	Student Funding
	Careers for Archaeologists
	Open Days


	Subjects	Subjects overview
	Archaeology
	Archaeological Science
	Assyriology and Mesopotamian Archaeology	Assyriology and Mesopotamian Archaeology overview
	Ancient Mesopotamia - an overview	Ancient Mesopotamia - an overview overview
	Mesopotamian Languages
	Mesopotamian Archaeology


	Studying Mesopotamia at Cambridge	Studying Mesopotamia at Cambridge overview
	Undergraduate study
	MPhil study
	PhD study
	Funding
	Teaching Collection


	Mesopotamian Research at Cambridge	Mesopotamian Research at Cambridge overview


	The Cambridge Mesopotamia Diary
	Mesopotamian Films
	Online Resources for Mesopotamia	Online Resources for Mesopotamia overview
	Ancient Sumer - Resources for Primary School Teachers




	Biological Anthropology	Biological Anthropology overview


	Egyptology	Egyptology overview


	Heritage Studies	Heritage Studies overview
	Cambridge Heritage Research Centre
	Studying Heritage at Cambridge




	Institutes and Facilities	Institutes and Facilities overview
	McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research	McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research overview
	Annual Reports
	Cambridge Archaeological Journal
	McDonald Institute Monographs	McDonald Institute Monographs overview
	2021 - 2025
	2016‒2020
	2011‒2015
	2006‒2010
	2001‒2005
	1996‒2000




	Duckworth Laboratory	Duckworth Laboratory overview
	Application Instructions
	Policies and Procedures
	Contact the Duckworth


	Library
	Cambridge Archaeological Unit	Cambridge Archaeological Unit overview
	Projects


	Cambridge Heritage Research Centre
	Archaeological Science Laboratories	Archaeological Science Laboratories overview
	Pitt-Rivers Laboratory for Archaeological Science	Pitt-Rivers Laboratory for Archaeological Science overview


	Computational and Digital Archaeology Laboratory	Computational and Digital Archaeology Laboratory overview
	Laboratory Facilities
	Computational Archaeology Resources


	Glyn Daniel Laboratory	Glyn Daniel Laboratory overview
	Laboratory Facilities


	Dorothy Garrod Laboratory for Isotopic Analysis	Dorothy Garrod Laboratory for Isotopic Analysis overview
	Research Examples


	Henry Wellcome Laboratory for Biomolecular Archaeology	Henry Wellcome Laboratory for Biomolecular Archaeology overview
	Ancient Parasites Laboratory


	Charles McBurney Laboratory for Geoarchaeology	Charles McBurney Laboratory for Geoarchaeology overview


	Grahame Clark Laboratory for Zooarchaeology	Grahame Clark Laboratory for Zooarchaeology overview
	Laboratory Facilities
	Resources
	Research Examples


	Sample Preparation Laboratory
	Material Culture Research Hub	Material Culture Research Hub overview
	Material Culture Forum


	Palaeoanthropology Laboratory	Palaeoanthropology Laboratory overview
	Equipment
	Bruker Skyscan 1273 microCT scanner






	News
	Our People	Our People overview
	Senior Academic Staff
	Affiliated Academic Staff
	Research Staff
	Professional Staff
	PhD Students
	Honorary Staff


	Our Research	Our Research overview
	Research Themes	Research Themes overview
	Environment, Landscapes and Settlement
	Heritage
	Rethinking Complexity
	Human Evolutionary Studies
	Material Culture
	Science, Technology and Innovation


	Research Projects	Current Projects
	Recently Completed Projects
	Archived Projects


	Research Ethics
	FAIR Research Statement


	Work with Us	Work with Us overview
	Jobs
	Join our Community
	Postdoctoral Opportunities
	Laboratory Fees and Charges


	Events	Events overview
	McDonald Annual Lectures
	Conferences and Workshops
	Distinguished Visitor Lectures
	Departmental Seminar Series
	Other Cambridge Events
	Outreach Events
	Events Search	Events Search overview
	Past Events Search


	Festival of Neolithic Ideas
	International Women's Day


	Contact Us
	Intranet	Intranet overview
	General Information
	Contacts & Support
	Information for Staff
	Facilities & Spaces
	Computing & IT
	Health & Safety
	Travel & Risk Assessments
	for Undergraduates
	for MPhil Students
	for PhD Students
	for Research Staff
	Research (Intranet)
	Ethics







  




  

    

  



  
    
              
           
        

      
      
        
                    Research Projects in the Department of Archaeology 

                  

      

    

  


  
    
              
          
              
    

  
  
  
  
    
  	Department of Archaeology

	Our Research
	About Us
	Study with Us
	Subjects
	Institutes and Facilities
	News
	Our People
	Work with Us
	Events
	Contact Us
	Intranet




  




  

          

        

                            

          

            
                                      
              
    

  
  
  
  
    Current filters applied:

	(-)  Remove Current Projects filter Current Projects
	(-)  Remove Human Evolutionary Studies filter Human Evolutionary Studies



Reset all
  






  
  
  
  
    
            
      Displaying 12 projects
    

  
  
  
      
      

    
      
      A reassessment of Neanderthal mortuary behaviour at Shanidar Cave, Iraqi Kurdistan
  
  
      The ways Neanderthals treated their dead have been a key focus of long-standing debates about their capacities for compassion and symbolic thought, and their similarity to modern humans. These questions feed into broader questions concerning how similar Neanderthals were to ourselves, modern humans...  
  

      
      
      EndoMap - Mapping the brain of our ancestors
  
  
      Tracking the early emergence of derived Homo -like cerebral features in the hominin fossil record can be expected to contribute to an understanding of the timing (i.e., chronology) and mode (i.e., process) of critical brain changes. Because brain tissue is not preserved in the fossil record...  
  

      
      
      Exploring locomotor and biomechanical diversity in the hominin fossil record based on long bone external morphology
  
  
      Our knowledge of human evolution is limited by several factors. One is tightly linked to the nature of the fossil record, as bones of our extinct human relatives and other primate species rarely appear in archaeological and paleontological sites, and when they do, they very commonly appear in an...  
  

      
      
      How to build a hominin: predictive simulations of locomotion in human evolution
  
  
      How did our ancestors walk? Perhaps the greatest challenge that this question has posed in the past, is the lack of methodological applications in which no study has previously reconstructed how our ancestors moved using biomechanical modelling techniques. We need to consider not just individual...  
  

      
      
      In silico analysis of fossil hominin remains from the Sterkfontein Caves (South Africa)
  
  
      Despite recent progress in molecular analyses and the constant increase of the hominin remains in the fossil record, the chronological, geographical and evolutionary context of the emergence of the genus Homo remains largely debated. More importantly, the identity of our direct ancestors and...  
  

      
      
      Life history theory in maternal and child health: formative research in South Africa
  
  
      Children experiencing food insecurity, repeated infections and psychosocial stress have compromised development, and increased risk for non-communicable diseases in adulthood. While public health interventions have had limited benefits, addressing this is critical, both from a public health...  
  

      
      
      MOBILE: Movement networks and genetic evolution among tropical hunter-gatherers of island Southeast Asia
  
  
      As the world's remaining hunting and gathering societies interact more actively with their settled agricultural neighbours, they face major changes in their diet, mobility and community networks. The 5-year MOBILE project is studying the impact of these changes on the health and biological...  
  

      
      
      NG’IPALAJEM: The evolutionary landscape of modern human origins in Africa
  
  
      Our understanding of the origins of our species, Homo sapiens, has undergone a major shift. New fossils, dates and genomic studies have consolidated our African origin. Yet, they also indicate a deeper past, involving multiple events. These events stretch to nearly three quarters of a million years...  
  

      
      
      Rescue excavations at Britain’s earliest Acheuean site, Fordwich 2022 - 2023
  
  
      Fordwich has been revealed to be the oldest directly-dated Acheulean occurrence in the United Kingdom, with artefacts dating from 560,000 to 620,000 years ago (MIS 15). This makes it the second oldest Acheulean site in north-west Europe, and the oldest to display a known handaxe assemblage...  
  

      
      
      Shanidar Cave Project
  
  
      Shanidar cave viewed from the south (Photograph: Graeme Barker) The Shanidar Cave Project Following an invitation to Professor Graeme Barker from the Kurdistan Regional Government of Iraq, the Shanidar Cave Project was established as a collaboration between the University of Cambridge and the...  
  

      
      
      The role of traumatic mortality in late human evolution from an integrated non-invasive bioarchaeological and taphonomic perspective
  
  
      Traumatic death affects our daily life, but how did traumatic mortality affect human behaviour from an evolutionary perspective? TRAUMOBITA aims to understand how traumatic mortality among prehistoric humans shaped our behaviour during the Late Pleistocene to the Middle Holocene. Confirming that...  
  

      
      
      Wisdom Teeth: Refining our understanding of mammalian evolution through dating dental enamel
  
  
      As the complex mosaic of Quaternary human lineages across and beyond Africa becomes increasingly apparent, an accurate chronology is critical to disentangle the patterns and process, particularly those that link human evolution to palaeoenvironmental and climatic change. “Wisdom Teeth” is a NERC-...  
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