
iii

McDONALD  INSTITUTE  MONOGRAPHS

Edited by Colin Renfrew, Christos Doumas,  
Lila Marangou & Giorgos Gavalas

with contributions from Kiki Birtacha, Cyprian Broodbank,  
Tristan Carter, Myrto Georgakopoulou, Jill Hilditch,  
Chris Scarre, Jane Renfrew, Sofia Voutsaki, Todd Whitelaw &  
Photeini Zapheiropoulou

Keros, Dhaskalio Kavos 
the investigations of 1987–88

Κέρος, Κάβος Δασκαλιοῦ

Keros Volume 1



iv

Published by:

McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research  
University of Cambridge  
Downing Street  
Cambridge, UK  
CB2 3ER 
(0)(1223) 339336  
(0)(1223) 333538 (General Office) 
(0)(1223) 333536 (FAX) 
dak12@cam.ac.uk
www.mcdonald.cam.ac.uk

Distributed by Oxbow Books
  United Kingdom: Oxbow Books, Oxford, OX1 2EW, UK.
    Tel: (0)(1865) 241249; Fax: (0)(1865) 794449; www.oxbowbooks.com
  USA: The David Brown Book Company, P.O. Box 511, Oakville, CT 06779, USA.
    Tel: 860-945-9329; Fax: 860-945-9468

ISBN: 978-1-902937-43-4
ISSN: 1363-1349 (McDonald Institute)

© 2007 McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research

All rights reserved. No parts of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the 

McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research.

Edited for the Institute by Graeme Barker (Series Editor) and Dora A. Kemp (Production Editor). 

Cover photo: The island of Dhaskalio seen from Dhaskalio Kavos during the project.

Printed and bound by Short Run Press, Bittern Rd, Sowton Industrial Estate, Exeter, EX2 7LW, UK.



v

Contents

Contributors   vii
Figures   viii
Tables   xiv
Abbreviations (as used in pottery and object figure catalogues) xvi

Foreword   xvii
     Photeini Zapheiropoulou

Preface   xix
     Colin Renfrew, Christos Doumas, Lila Marangou & Giorgos Gavalas

Acknowledgements xxi

Chapter 1  Introduction 1
  Colin Renfrew

Chapter 2 Keros and the Neighbouring Islands 9
   Lila Marangou

Chapter 3 Earlier Work 17
   A. The 1963 surface collection    Colin Renfrew 20
   B. The 1963 excavation    Christos Doumas  29
   C. The 1967 rescue project    Photeini Zapheiropoulou 30
   D. A further note on work in 1966 and 1967    Photeini Zapheiropoulou 32
   E. Other (looted) materials    Colin Renfrew 36

Chapter 4 The Objectives and Methods of the 1987 Surface Survey at Dhaskalio Kavos 39
   Todd M. Whitelaw

Chapter 5 Trenches Excavated in the Disturbed Area of the Special Deposit 79
  Colin Renfrew
   APPENDIX A  Quantitative analysis of finds from the trenches    Chris Scarre 105
   APPENDIX B  Brief note on the faunal remains    Rosemary Luff 111
   APPENDIX C  Radiocarbon dates and absolute chronology    Colin Renfrew 111

Chapter 6 The Pottery 115
  Cyprian Broodbank
   1. Introduction 115
   2. Fabrics 118
   3. Surface treatments 132
   4. Shapes 144
   5. A comparison with other information about the site’s pottery 162
   6. Ceramic evidence for the relative chronology of the site 165
   7. The Special Deposit pottery: composition and numbers of vessels 168
   8. The Southern Area’s pottery: the evidence for a settlement 173
   9. Inter-relations between pottery and marble vessels 176
   10. Ceramic perspectives on the explanation of an Early Cycladic enigma 177
   Catalogue of illustrated sherds 187
   APPENDIX D Petrological analysis of the ceramics from Kavos, Keros    Jill Hilditch 238

Chapter 7 The Figurine Fragments 265
   Colin Renfrew



vi

Chapter 8 The Stone Vessels 287
   Introduction    Colin Renfrew 287
   A. The marble open bowls    Sofia Voutsaki 287
   B.i. The other marble vessels    Giorgos Gavalas 322
   B.ii. Note on two fragments of marble vessels    Colin Renfrew 337
   C. The grey marble and limestone vessels    Kiki Birtacha 338
   D. Vessels of chlorite schist    Colin Renfrew 342

Chapter 9 Other Finds of Stone 353
   A. The chipped stone from Kavos: a preliminary discussion 353
             Tristan Carter, with Colin Renfrew, Paula Geake & Anastasia Angelopoulou
   B. Stone and shell pestles    Chris Scarre 360
   C. Stone tools (mainly emery)    Kiki Birtacha 363
   D. Ornaments    Kiki Birtacha 364
   E. Miscellaneous objects    Kiki Birtacha 365

Chapter 10 Other Finds of Clay 367
   A. Animal protomes and theriomorphic vases    Christos Doumas 367  
   B. Leaf, mat and cloth impressions from Dhaskalio Kavos, Keros   Jane M. Renfrew 374
   C. Spindle whorls    Giorgos Gavalas 376

Chapter 11 The Metal Finds 379
   A. The metal artefacts    Kiki Birtacha 379
   B. The metallurgical remains    Myrto Georgakopoulou 382

Chapter 12 Thraumatology 405
  Colin Renfrew

Chapter 13 Dhaskalio Kavos as Symbolic Attractor 429
  Colin Renfrew

Greek summary (Περίληψη στα Ελληνικά) 443

References   457

Index   471
 




