
v

Contents
Contributors viii
Figures ix
Tables xv
Preface xvii

Chapter 1  Introduction: the survey of the city of Thespiai 1

Chapter 2  The site of ancient Thespiai and the early travellers 5

Chapter 3(a)  Interpreting the density and period map series: methodology 19
	 Introduction:	the	site	in	its	setting	 19
 Choosing the methodology of the Thespiai city survey 23

Chapter 3(b) Interpreting the density and period map series: the analysis 35
 Data recovery and diagnosticity 36
	 Summary	pie-charts:	initial	considerations	of	their	significance,	with	charts	and	keys 
      in chronological order 39
 The sector analysis 44
 The question of sample size in urban survey 48
	 Making	a	virtue	out	of	error:	lessons	from	duplicated	collections	 48
 Investigating the structure of the Greco-Roman city 51
 Re-reading the maps 56
	 Preliminary	observations	on	the	distribution	of	finds	 63
	 The	categories	‘Weathered’	[W],	‘In’	[I],	‘Out’	[O]	and	‘Slope-wash’	[SW]	 63

Chapter 3(c)		 Interpreting	the	density	and	period	map	series:	the	final	period	maps	 65
 The prehistoric sequence 66
	 The	historical	Greek	periods	 85
 The Roman and later periods 114

Chapter 4  The architectural survey 141
 Part I: the architecturally diagnostic fragments 143
 Part II: the evidence for the city’s defences 165
 The Thespian theatre: by Uroš Kirn 174
      Methodology 176
      The study area 176
      Applications of the three-dimensional model 178
      Conclusion 181
	 Part	III:	other	discoveries	made	by	the	University	of	Ljubljana	team	(with	an	Addendum 
      by members of the 9th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities) 183

Chapter 5  A brief history of independent Thespiai 199
 Boeotia and Thespiai in Archaic times 201
	 Boeotia	and	Thespiai	after	the	Persian	Wars,	479–379	bc 205
	 The	period	of	the	‘Theban	League’,	378–338	bc 210
 The period of the ‘Hellenistic League’ 213

Chapter 6	 	 Thespiai:	the	epigraphic	city	down	to	171	bc 219
  Robin	Osborne

Chapter 7  The Roman fate of Thespiai (171	bc	–	fourth	century	ad) 231
  Christel	Müller
 Thespiai in the aftermath of the Third Macedonian War (after 168 bc) 231
 Thespiai and the representatives of Rome 234
	 The	people:	Greek	Romans	and	Roman	Greeks	 236



vi

Chapter 8	 	 The	history	of	Thespiai	and	Boeotia	from	Late	Antiquity	to	the	Frankish	period	 241
  Athanasios	K.	Vionis	and	Chrystalla	Loizou
	 Late	Antiquity	(fifth	to	mid-seventh	centuries	ad) 241
 The Byzantine Early Middle Ages (mid-seventh to early ninth centuries) 244
 The Middle Byzantine period (mid-ninth to early thirteenth centuries) 247
	 The	Late	Byzantine/Frankish	era	(early	thirteenth	to	mid-fifteenth	centuries)	 250

Chapter 9	 	 Thespia	–	Zogra	Kobila	–	Erimokastro	–	Kaskaveli	in	the	Ottoman	Period,	 
	 	 					according	to	unpublished	or	little-known	Ottoman	Administrative	Sources	 255
  Machiel	Kiel
 Dara 264
 Tatize 264

Chapter 10(a) The Neolithic site at the Thespiai Magoula 267
  Kalliope	Sarri
 Survey seasons and collections 267
 Distribution 267
	 Pottery	classification	 272
 Methodology 273
	 Neolithic	pottery	groups	 273
	 The	pottery	sequence	 277
	 The	Neolithic	figurines	 279

Chapter 10(b)	 The	Bronze	Age	pottery	 281
  Oliver	Dickinson

Chapter 11	 	 The	pottery	of	the	Early	Iron	Age	to	the	Hellenistic	periods	 287
  Vladimir	Stissi
	 Data	quality,	possibilities	and	difficulties	 290
	 Chronological	overview	 292
 Conclusions 315

Chapter 12	 	 Urban	Thespiai:	the	Late	Hellenistic	to	Late	Roman	pottery	 317
  Philip	Bes	and	Jeroen	Poblome
	 Methodology,	chronology	and	terminology	 317
 The data: quantitative and qualitative dimensions 320
 An outline of ceramic trends 322
 Functional zoning: ceramic assemblages and use 338
 Conclusion 348
	 Acknowledgments	 349

Chapter 13	 	 The	Byzantine	to	Early	Modern	pottery	from	Thespiai	 351
  Athanasios	K.	Vionis
 Chronology and terminology 351
	 Pottery	fabrics	and	production	 356
 Functional categories by period 363
	 Concluding	remarks	 374

Chapter 14  The coins of Thespiai 375
  Catherine	Grandjean
	 Coins	of	the	Boeotian	Survey:	Thespiai,	Haliartos	and	Hyettos	 375
	 Other	coins	discovered	at	Thespiai	 378
 The monetization of Thespiai 381

Chapter 15  Conclusion 387

Bibliography 391

Index 413



vii

Appendices on CD

1.			Remaining	period	maps	(Ch.3)
2.			1985	pottery	database	spreadsheet	(Ch.3)
3.			1986	pottery	database	spreadsheet	(Ch.3)
4.			The	‘Rome	Catalogue’	(Ch.4)
5.			Pottery	catalogue	to	accompany	Chapter	12
6.			Catalogue	of	Byzantine	to	Early	Modern	pottery	to	accompany	Chapter	13

Additional appendix on CD:
7.			Table	of	artefact	density	and	visibility	measurements	for	Thespiai	City	(Ch.3b)


