
McDONALD  INSTITUTE  MONOGRAPHS

Neolithic Orkney in its 
European context

Edited by Anna Ritchie



ii

Published by:

McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research 
University of Cambridge 
Downing Street 
Cambridge 
CB2 3ER 
(0)(1223) 339336

Distributed by Oxbow Books, Park End Place, Oxford, OX1 1HN.
    Tel: (0)(1865) 241249; Fax: (0)(1865) 794449
  

ISBN: 1-902937-04-X
ISSN: 1363-1349

© 2000 McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research

All rights reserved. No parts of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the 
McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research.

Edited for the Institute by Chris Scarre (Series Editor) and Dora A. Kemp (Production Editor). 

Film produced by Gary Reynolds Typesetting, 13 Sturton Street, Cambridge, CB1 2QG.
Printed and bound by Short Run Press, Bittern Rd, Sowton Industrial Estate, Exeter, EX2 7LW.

Cover illustration: The henge monument and stone circle of The Stones of Stenness, Orkney.



iii

 

Orcadian Moment

We crawl on elbows and toes
       Into the ground.
       It closes round us.
       Earth’s aroma.
White sky and wind are shut
       Out of the mound.

Some found bones on this pressing
       Crawl to the dead.
       Some took treasure.
       Just a flash as
We point the instamatic.
       Mind your head.

Everything is still here —
       Still — plus,
       Mysterious too,
       Questioning thickly
The dark endless burial,
       The stones — us.

Jan Farquharson 1999
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