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This volume, and the conference from which it derives,  
was inspired by Origins of the Modern Mind  

by Merlin Donald,  published in 1991.



vi



vii

Contents

Contributors	 	 viii
Figures			i   x
Tables			   x

Preface	 		  xi
	 Colin Renfrew & Chris Scarre

Chapter 1	 Mind and Matter: Cognitive Archaeology and External Symbolic Storage	 1
		  Colin Renfrew 

Chapter 2	 Hominid Enculturation and Cognitive Evolution	 7
	 	 Merlin Donald

Chapter 3	 Palaeolithic Origins of Artificial Memory Systems: an Evolutionary Perspective	 19
	 	F rancesco d’Errico

Chapter 4	 Material Artefacts, Symbolism, Sociologists and Archaeologists	 51
	 	 David Halle

Chapter 5	 Mimesis, Imagination and Role-play	 61
	 	 Paul L. Harris

Chapter 6	 Rock Art: Handmaiden to Studies of Cognitive Evolution	 67
	 	 Thomas A. Dowson 

Chapter 7	 Digging for Memes: the Role of Material Objects in Cultural Evolution	 77
	 	 Mark Lake

Chapter 8	 Personal Experience and Belief: the Significance of External Symbolic Storage  
for the Emergence of Modern Human Cognition	 89

	 	E .J. Lowe

Chapter 9	 The Supernatural Beings of Prehistory and the External Storage of Religious Ideas	 97
	 	S teven Mithen

Chapter 10	 Chinese Burial Patterns: Sources of Information on Thought and Belief	 107
	 	 Jessica Rawson

Chapter 11	 Social Relations and the Idea of Externality	 135
	 	 Marilyn Strathern

Chapter 12	 Some Problems with the Notion of External Symbolic Storage,  
and the Case of Neolithic Material Culture in Britain	 149

	 	 Julian Thomas

Chapter 13	 Symbolic Behaviour: the Origin of a Spatial Perspective	 157
	 	E zra B.W. Zubrow & Patrick T. Daly

Chapter 14	 Mind and Artefact: a Dialectical Perspective	 175
	 	 Robert A. Hinde

Chapter 15	 Material Culture and Cognition: Concluding Thoughts	 181
	 	 Merlin Donald




