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Archaeological Discovery Days

Holiday Extension Learning Courses 2011-2012
Course Aims
Discovery Days are extension learning courses for individuals which provide young people aged 11-15 (school years 7-10) with an opportunity to apply and stretch their existing knowledge and intelligence in a series of multi-disciplinary challenges linked to subject specific concepts at Key Stages 3-4. 
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The emphasis is on introducing new knowledge, ideas and approaches in practical hands-on activities from the multi-disciplinary subject of archaeology to contribute to on-going studies and project work in most curriculum subjects. In addition, skills developed during Discovery Days will contribute to Gifted and Talented programmes, STEM clubs and Citizenship studies.  Discovery Days aim to provide ‘beacon’ learning experiences which will be enthusiastically remembered by pupils as highlights within their study of core curriculum topics. 

Discovery Days are taught by experts from the University of Cambridge led by Dr Carenza Lewis, well-known from Channel 4’s Time Team and BBC’s Story of England.  Dr Lewis is Director of Access Cambridge Archaeology at the University of Cambridge with more than 20 years experience of making archaeology enjoyable, inspiring and educational.
Discovery Days will enable you and your pupils to meet and work with staff and undergraduates at the University of Cambridge, raising achievement and aspirations and increasing awareness among young people from all backgrounds of the opportunities offered by Higher Education.
Student Comments 2010-11
‘If you are interested in history, archaeology, science etc. it gives you a lot to think about.’

‘We did things we hadn't done before and were made to think in a different way to how we usually do.’
 ‘It was a different way of learning and different things taught compared to school.’
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‘You can learn a lot as well as having fun. 
‘It made me think about a whole host of time periods and events which I might not have thought of otherwise.’
‘It is very fun and helps you to understand a lot of historical things. It makes you think about the past and the future.’
‘Learn something new in a different environment and it might convince you to go further with the subject.’
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Courses 2011-12
	Date
	Course
	Year Group

	Mon 24th October 2011
	Time Travel for Beginners
	7 – 9

	Tues 25th October 2011
	Past Lives
	7 – 9 

	Mon 13th February 2012
	Time Travel for Beginners
	7 – 9

	Tues 14th February 2012
	The Bones in the Garden
	7 - 9


For further details on the content and aims of these courses, please see the information below and our website - www.arch.cam.ac.uk/aca/discoverydays.html
How to Book
· The cost is £25.00 per participant. Make out cheques to ‘University of Cambridge’
· Complete the booking form and send with payment to ACA, McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, Downing Street, Cambridge, CB2 3ER
· Closing date for applications: 2 weeks prior to the Discovery Day. Places will be allocated on a first come, first serve basis. Successful confirmation of a place and further details will be sent out on receipt of application.

You can contact us on 01223 761519 or access@arch.cam.ac.uk




Archaeological Discovery Days

Holiday Extension Learning Courses 2011-2012
Courses 2011-12
Time Travel for Beginners
This day is a general introduction to archaeology, giving you the chance to learn how to use archaeological evidence as a source for understanding life in the past and change over time, while at the same time developing general historical thinking skills. 
You will have the chance to be a real time detective as you handle collections of real archaeological artefacts from historic sites and learn how to interpret them to throw light on past places and people. No previous experience in archaeology is required, just an enquiring and lively mind and the willingness to think about new things in new ways. 

…………………………………………………..


Past Lives
This day will give you the chance to study some of the ways in which archaeologists study human remains in order to learn about life in the past. The day will mostly comprise interactive sessions giving you the chance to learn about different cultures in the past. No handling of real human remains will be involved, but you should be aware that the day will include consideration of a range of different cultural beliefs surrounding death: most of this will relate to non-contemporary societies including those of ancient Egypt, prehistoric Europe, ancient Rome, pagan Anglo-Saxon England and medieval Britain.  

Once you’ve started thinking like an archaeologist, there will be a real mystery from the past for you to solve…
…………………………………………………..


The Bones in the Garden

This day will give you the chance to learn more about how archaeologists study human remains to find out about the past. You will handle a real human skeleton from an archaeological site in order to learn to identify the bones which make up the human skeleton. 

You will then use this knowledge to try and solve the mystery behind an unusual collection of ancient human bones found in a rural East Anglian village. Working in small teams, you’ll combine your observations with background knowledge gleaned from supporting documentary material to deduce why this strange collection of bones ended up where it did.  
Discover something new
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Discovery Days for individuals are run in partnership with Excellence East, a national charity supporting able, gifted and talented learners and those involved in their education. The charity offers exciting courses, online resources and interesting case study materials from across the Eastern region.


http://www.excellenceeast.org.uk/








