	




	


Risk Assessment
	Location
	

	Date
	

	Activity
	Digging 1m square test pits in village sites with secondary school pupils and teachers 

	Persons at risk
	School pupils, teachers, HEFA staff, specialists and volunteers

	Person responsible for health/safety
	Cat Ranson


	Risk
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk Rating
	Risk mitigation measures

	Damaging utility cables/pipes when digging
	Low
	High
	Medium
	Check location of cables with property owners; dig by hand; proceed cautiously when digging

	Overhead hazards such as cables or walls
	Low
	Medium
	Medium/low
	Test pits to be sited away from overhead hazards

	Flooding
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Test pits will not be sited in low-lying areas

	Exposed or dangerous location
	Low
	Low
	Low
	All sites are within inhabited village locations.

	Chemical contamination
	Low
	Medium
	Low
	All test pits are sited in occupied areas currently considered safe for normal digging activities (gardening etc).  Participants are to wash hands after digging.

	Damage to/from animals
	Medium
	Low
	Medium/low
	Landowners will be asked to keep animals away from test pit sites.

	Tripping/falling over equipment, spoil heap, test pit or other obstacle
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium
	Participants to be briefed on safety on excavation site, when moving around equipment, spoil heaps or test pits.  Under-16 participants to be supervised by adults at all times. No intoxicants to be allowed on site.

	Weather – sunstroke, dehydration, exposure to cold and/or rain
	Medium
	Low
	Medium
	Participants briefed to watch weather forecast and bring appropriate clothing, and supplies of sunblock and drinks as indicated.

	Participants injuring selves/others with digging tools
	Medium
	Medium
	Medium
	Participants to be briefed on safe use of all equipment; participants to be supervised; no intoxicants to be allowed on site; first aid kit to be available via course leader; local GP surgery number to be available to all staff.

	Exposure to disease – tetanus, soil-borne infections
	Low
	Medium/

High
	Medium
	Participants asked to ensure tetanus immunization up to date; to wash hands before eating; to cover pre-existing cuts and seek medical advice if injured/feel unwell during or after Field Academy.

	Minor injuries from unaccustomed pattern of work – blisters, strained muscles.
	High
	Low
	Medium
	Participants briefed not to work beyond comfortable tolerance or first onset of symptoms; participants to rotate task frequently; first aid kit to be available via course leader; local GP surgery number to be available to all staff.

	Pupils experiencing unwanted attention 
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Pupils to be closely supervised by school or ACA personnel. All key staff to be CRB checked.

	Pupils causing damage/disruption to host community
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Pupils to be closely supervised by school or ACA personnel.

	Pupils hurt by traffic
	Low
	Medium
	Low
	Pupils to be advised to be careful of traffic.  TP sites located in villages with low traffic speed limits if possible.


	Contact details for local GP/health centre
	Phone
	Address


Signed…………………………………......
Print name………………………………………..
Date……………………………………
Department of Archaeology

Downing Street

Cambridge CB2 3DZ

Telephone: 01223 761519
Fax: 01223 333503

E-mail: crl29@cam.ac.uk

Institution

1st line address

2nd line address

Cambridge & Postcode

Telephone: 01223 300000

Fax: 01223 300000

E-mail: userid@cam.ac.uk
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